
 TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
  Egypt & Exodus, Desert Wanderings—WEEK 2 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil, or pen. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Remember, we are in the season of Advent.  Advent comes from the Latin word 
meaning "coming." Jesus is coming, and Advent is intended to be a season of 
preparation for His arrival.  What can you do this week to prepare for Jesus? 
 
God called Moses to bring the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  Moses went to 
Pharaoh and told him that the God of Israel says to let the people go.  The     
Pharaoh hardened his heart against God and refused to let them go.  Then God 
sent ten plaques upon the Egyptians.  Pharaoh finally allowed them to leave after 
the final plague, when all of the firstborn sons of Egypt were killed by the angel 
of death. The Jewish feast of Passover is celebrated every year to remember how 
the angel of death passed over their houses and God brought the children of Israel 
up out of Egypt. 
 
As Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, Pharaoh decided he did not want them to 
go.  The Israelites were trapped between Pharaoh's army and the Red Sea. God 
told Moses to stretch out his staff over the water, and when he did, the sea parted 
so the Israelites could cross over on dry land to safety.  Pharaoh’s army tried to 
cross as well, but the water rushed back and drowned them all.   
 
The Israelites were saved.  At last, God’s people were free! 
 
 
Discussion with your Family: 
God called Moses.  Do you feel like God is calling you? Why or why not? 
 

In the Red Sea crossing, the children of Israel are freed from their enemy by  
passing through water.  What sacrament does this event prefigure? (Baptism) 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 
Feast Day: December 12 
 
On December 9, 1531, a 57-year-old Aztec, Juan Diego, saw the Blessed Mother on a hill in 
Mexico City. She told Juan to have a church built in her honor. When Juan went to ask Bishop 
Zumarraga about this, the bishop did not understand the Indian dialect—and he did not believe 
in the vision Juan described. 

Three days later, on December 12, Mary appeared again 
to Juan Diego, and this time she gave him a sign for the 
bishop. “Take these roses to the bishop,” she said, as she 
arranged in his cloak beautiful roses she had Juan Diego 
pick from the hillside although it was winter. When he 
was admitted into the bishop’s room, Juan Diego opened 
his cloak, and out dropped the roses. On the cloak there 
remained an image of Mary as she had appeared to Juan 
Diego. 

The image of Mary on the cloak is known as Our Lady of 
Guadalupe for an interesting reason. On that same day, 
Mary appeared to Juan’s uncle and cured him, giving him 
a message for the bishop, saying that she would “crush the 
serpent’s head.” The bishop did not understand the        
Indians’ language. The Indian word for “crush the        
serpent” sounded to him like “Guadalupe,” the name of 
Mary’s shrine in Spain. Thinking that the Virgin wanted 
the new shrine to have the same name, the bishop called 
her Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Mary appeared to Juan Diego dressed as an Aztec woman 
to show her love and compassion to an oppressed group of 
people. Mary had heard the prayers and pain of these   
people, and she came to give them hope. 

Mary’s visit to Guadalupe is a reminder that God will remember his mercy for all people. In 
Mary’s song of joy, the Magnificat, she praised God because he has put down the mighty,     
exalted the lowly, filled the hungry, and sent the rich away empty. People honor Our Lady of 
Guadalupe because they recognize her motherly concern for them. 

 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/our-lady-of-guadalupe 



GOSPEL READING 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 17, 2017 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. 
 
And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to 
him to ask him, "Who are you?" He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, "I am not the 
Christ." So they asked him, "What are you then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are 
you the Prophet?" He answered, "No." So they said to him, "Who are you, so we can give an 
answer to those who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?" 
 
He said: "I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 'make straight the way of the Lord,'" as 
Isaiah the prophet said." Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked him, "Why then do you 
baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with 
water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, 
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie." This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 
   
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/121717.cfm 

Family Connection 

In family life, we learn to trust other people for protection and care. This experience of trust 
within the family enables children to believe us when we testify about our faith in Jesus. John 
the Baptist was believed by those who heard him because he helped them to recognize Jesus in 
their midst. In our family life, we hope and pray that we lead one another to recognize Jesus’ 
presence in our world. 

As you gather as a family, recall that during the Advent season we are invited to pay particular 
attention to the signs of Jesus’ presence in our world. Consider some of the signs of Jesus’  
presence that you have experienced.  During Advent, we remember how John the Baptist      
prepared the way for Jesus. Read together today’s Gospel, John 1:6-8,19-28. Discuss the signs 
of Jesus’ presence in our world that you named and explain what these signs tell us about God 
and God’s love for us. Pray together that your family will be led to recognize that Jesus is     
present among us. Read and pray together the psalm for today’s Mass, the Magnificat (Luke 
1:46-55). 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/third-sunday-of-advent-cycle-b-
sunday-connection 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/magnificat.htm

